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Letter from SSA President Dan Miller, University of West Florida 

Greetings! It has been a quiet but productive year for the Slovak Studies Association.  

The SSA continues to support the Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop (CSSW) with a donation 

of $250 each year–half of the contribution of the Czechoslovak Studies Association, which is 

about twice as large as the SSA. On 19-21 March 2020, the CSSW will take place at the 

University of Pittsburgh, and the SSA will send an e-mail to all members and create a posting on 

the SSA Facebook site with the complete details when they are available. The CSSW is a 

valuable forum for graduate students as well as senior and junior scholars to present their 

research. When the CSSW was known as the Czech Studies Workshop, the organizers always 

considered papers that dealt with Slovakia. Now, with the name change and with official SSA 

financial support, both of which premiered with the 2019 workshop, the CSSW’s interest in Slovak 

affairs is more apparent to researchers. Whether you are a graduate student or faculty member, 

the organizers of the CSSW are happy to consider your application to present your research at the 

workshop.  

I am excited to report that Marty Manor Mullins answered the call to become the SSA web master. 

She has been hard at work restructuring the website and moving it to another server. We have a 

clear vision for the website as a constant presence of the SSA on the Internet that states the 

organization’s purpose and provides a means of contacting the officers. It eventually will include a 

section for members to provide basic information about themselves. However, it will not be a place 

for news and events. Announcements of those sorts will continue to appear on the SSA’s 

Facebook page, and we are indebted to Owen Johnson for his work in moderating it.  

One of the major undertakings of the SSA is the three-year cycle of awards for the best article, 

book, and graduate paper in Slovak studies. This year, the Awards Committee, which consists of 

Susan M. Mikula (Benedictine College, in Lisle, IL), M. Mark Stolarik (University of Ottawa, in 

Ottawa, Canada), and Edward Snajdr (John J. College of Criminal Justice, in New York, NY), who 

serves as chair, received no submissions for the book award. As a result, the book award in 2022 

will cover the years from 2017 until 2022.  

This newsletter contains news about the award for the best graduate paper in Slovak studies, 

which the SSA will announce at the 2020 convention of the Association for Slavic, East European, 

and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES), on 5-8 November 2020, in Washington, DC.  

As always, should you have any questions about the organization or its activities, please contact 

me or one of the officers. Furthermore, should you have any suggestions about initiatives we 

might undertake, let us know. 
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SLATING A NEW SSA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

It will soon be time for new elections for the Executive Board of the Slovak Studies 

Association. If you would be interested in serving in any of the Board positions, please 

contact Dan Miller or Carol Leff (see page 19 for contact information).  We will forward 

your interest to the nominating committee once it is established. 

The President, Vice President and Secretary should be in a position to attend ASEEES 

most years. However, there are three other positions that can be handled by less regular 

attendees: the two board members at large, who are part of the decision making body 

between meetings when the board consults on email, and a co-editor of the Newsletter, 

who would work with Carol Leff to gather and "curate" material for the newsletter. 

We are anxious for some new blood at the year to year leadership level, so please 
consider getting involved. 
 

 

SLOVAK- RELATED PANELS AND PAPERS AT THE ASEEES 
CONVENTION 

Note: Author emails will be included in the Convention program, so if you wish to contact someone 
about an interesting paper, please contact the newsletter editor and I will get you in touch.  

 
SSA Sponsored Panel: Taking Stock of Slovak Politics 

Chair, Susan M. Mikula Christie 
Sun, Nov 24, 12:30-2:15pm, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 2, Foothill A 
This panel will explore three issues that have been central to the development of contemporary 
Slovak politics: the starting point in the normalization period that stretched from the Warsaw Pact 
invasion of 1968 to the collapse of communism in 1989; the role of civil society in mobilization 
against crime and corruption; and the evolution of Slovakia’s relationship with the European 
Union. 

 
The Politics of Normalization in Slovakia 
Josette Baer, University of Zurich 
I shall present in my paper the methods and rationale of Husak's normalization regime. Not only 
Alexander Dubcek received 'special attention' from the StB, but also his entire family: his wife 
Anna and the three sons. The StB had a clear goal: to isolate the Dubceks and wipe out the 
memories of the Czechoslovak Spring. I shall present 3 examples of how the psychological 
harassment was conducted and make a brief comparison to the Czech part of the country, where 
the StB oppressed the members of the underground and Charter 77 

 
Slovakia in Europe: A Changing Relations 
Karen Henderson, University of Ss Cyril and Methodius, Trnava, Slovakia  
After Slovakia’s troubled trajectory to EU membership in the 1990s, national interest became 
identified with European integration. Although it remains a loyal member state with little 
Euroscepticism, and the current government aspires to belong to the ‘core of the EU’, a 
preoccupation with immigration has undermined previously positive views of the EU. An uneasy 
mix of self-assertion and subservience now marks Slovakia’s relationship with the EU, and this is 
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hard to fit into conventional classifications of Euroscepticism. The dynamics of Slovak attitude to 
the EU are investigated in the light of the 2019 European Parliament election results. 

 
For a Decent Slovakia: Explaining Central Europe’s Most Robust Anti-Populist 

Movement 
James Krapfl, McGill University 
Slovak society’s reaction to the murder of the investigative journalist Ján Kuciak andšnírová, in 
February 2018 was exceptional for contemporary central Europe. Journalists from across the 
medial spectrum cooperated to publish the story that Kuciak had been finalizing, linking Italian 
mafiosi with leading figures in the Slovak government. More importantly, citizens across the 
country spontaneously assembled to protest violence and corruption, ultimately pressuring the 
interior minister and prime minister to resign. This paper will explain what made this reassertion of 
civil society possible and examine its continuing relevance to Slovak and central European 

politics.  
 

 
Security Issues in Czechoslovakia/Czech Republic over a Century 

Sun, Nov 24, 12:30 to 2:15pm, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 2, Foothill H 
Chair Robert Kent Evanson, University of Missouri-Kansas City 
Belief, Czech and Slovak Involvement in World War I, and Czechoslovak State 

Creation: Counterpoints to Rationality in Politics and Music 
James Walter Peterson, Valdosta State University  and William J Peterson, Pomona College 
“Belief” in treasured Bohemian and Slovak historical experiences and traditions powered a 
nationalist movement from the 1848 Revolution to the 1918 founding of the Czechoslovak state, 
and The Czech Rhapsody (1918) by B. Martinů commemorated that evocative experience. 
Political events during World War I reflected Czech beliefs, perhaps irrational, that such a small 
nationality could achieve independence from the Austro-Hungarian Empire, while L. Janáček’s 
setting of A. Horák’s poem The Czech Legion celebrated its eventual success. The actual 
founding of the state centered in part on the hopeful belief that a constitutional balance would 
result among the disparate ethnic groups that made it up, and critics found in J. Suk’s Zrání 
(“Ripening,” 1918) an image of how the theme of maturation might point to state evolution and 
even national victory. 
 

Loyalties of Slovaks, Hungarians, Jews and Ruthenians 

Mon, Nov 25, 10:00 to 11:45am, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 5, Sierra J 

Stanislav Holubec, Czech Academy of Sciences 

This paper examines loyalties of different ethnic, religious and social groups in Subcarpathian 
Ruthenia towards the interwar Czechoslovak state. 
 

'We Have Our Own Problems': Historical Arguments in Slovak Anti-refugee Rhetoric 
Sun, November 24, 10:00 to 11:45am, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: LB2, Salon 
Eva-Maria Walther, U of Regensburg (Germany) 

Slovakia spearheaded the Visegrád states’ campaign against the EU’s quota system of 
redistributing refugees across the continent. Politicians of all persuasions took a clear stance 
against refugees, catering to deeply ingrained xenophobia across big proportions of the populace, 
especially towards Muslims. Building on fieldwork in Bratislava NGOs that combat racism and 
extremism, I explore how anti-refugee rhetoric works not only in political and public discourse, but 
also how it is employed, appropriated, and rebutted in everyday conversations. I focus on two 
discursive formations that draw on constructions of the past: Linking migration with the allegedly 
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“failed integration” of the Roma minority; and references to the period of Ottoman rule. The paper 
aims to provide trenchant examples for the usage of historical arguments to evoke an emotional, 
fearful response among the electorate, and point to how these can be deconstructed. 

 

The Dismembration of the Habsburg Monarchy and its Effects on Government 

Employees 
Sun, November 24, 12:30 to 2:15pm, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 5, Sierra 

Therese Garstenauer, U of Vienna (Austria) 

Whereas in German-Austria and Hungary, the demise of the Habsburg monarchy was phrased in 

terms like “catastrophe” or “disintegration”, in the Czech and Slovak cases the terms used were 

“liberation” or “beginning”. These different perspectives had an influence on government 

employees’ propensity to believe in the new states they were now serving. As a result of the 

collapse of the Habsburg Empire, a number of new states was established. This paper will discuss 

continuity and change with regard to the personnel and structures of public administration in these 

successor states. Nationalist criteria gained paramount importance when it came to decide who 

could remain or become a government employee after 1918. This tendency notwithstanding, a 

large number of the pre-1918 personnel was retained and changes, on the legal as well as 

personal level, took place gradually rather than all at once, in a revolutionary overthrow. Specific 

focus shall be placed on the theory and practice of taking the oath of allegiance to the newly 

formed states. This matter was especially delicate for government employees in areas that were 

claimed by more than one state before the conclusion of the treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye (e.g. 

German South Bohemia or parts of Southern Tyrol). While the main emphasis will be on the 

republic of (German-)Austria, a comparative approach will be adopted, drawing likewise on cases 

from other Habsburg successor states. 

Carpathian Rus’ under Communism: Identity, Ideology, Literature 
Sat, November 23, 4:00 to 5:45pm, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 4, Pacific Affiliate 

Organization: Carpatho-Rusyn Research Center 

In the wake of World War II, the land of Carpathian Rus’ found itself entirely under the control of 

the Communist regimes of the postwar order, yet the majority population of this territory, the 

Carpatho-Rusyns, officially ceased to exist. Naturally, the major studies of Carpatho-Rusyn history 

and culture in the 20th century have largely ignored this period, for the Rusyn populations were 

forced to operate within the frame of recognized national (Polish, Slovak, Ukrainian) or class 

identities. However, how the postwar Carpatho-Rusyn cultural producers adapted their discourse 

and modes of expression to accommodate the new political realities in their new states has been 

less explored. Thus, this panel addresses how Carpatho-Rusyn writers in Soviet Transcarpathia 

(Kovalchuk), Czechoslovakia’s Prešov Region (Kupensky), and displaced Lemkos in Poland 

(Watral) negotiated expressions of national identity and Communist ideology. 

 

Moscow-Prague, Prague-Moscow: On a Complex Dissent Relationship 
Sun, November 24, 10:00 to 11:45am, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 4, Pacific D 

Astrid Muls, U Libre de Bruxelles (Belgium) 
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On August 25th 1968 eight Soviet citizens protested on the Red Square in Moscow against the 

invasion of Czechoslovakia by the troops of the Warsaw pact. Consequently, many Czech and 

Slovak dissident texts were translated into Russian and disseminated by samizdat (such as Ludvík 

Vaculík's speech during the Congress of Czechoslovak Writers in 1967). Drawing on Harvard 

Peter Reddaway and Elena Bonner archives, the aim of this paper is to explore the dissident 

network connecting Russian and Czechoslovak dissidents. 

 

“Zdeněk Hejzlar: A Key Post-1968 Czechoslovak Exile in Sweden 
Sun, November 24, 2:30 to 4:15pm, San Francisco Marriott Marquis, Floor: 5, Sierra J 

Francis Raska, Charles University 

The aim of this paper is to discuss the importance of Zdeněk Hejzlar and his activities for the 

Czechoslovak struggle for freedom. Initially a Communist, Hejzlar fell out with the Stalinist 

Czechoslovak Communist Party during the purges of the 1950s, was imprisoned, and 

subsequently shunned as a non-person. During the reformist 1960s, Hejzlar embraced the reform 

process and was appointed director of Czechoslovak Radio in 1968. Following the Soviet 

occupation of Czechoslovakia, Hejzlar was first sent as a diplomat to the Czechoslovak Embassy 

in Vienna. After being recalled to Prague in 1969, Hejzlar refused to return and moved to 

Stockholm where he worked for the renowned Swedish Institute of International Affairs where he 

conducted research on Czechoslovakia and other Communist European countries, published 

articles and books, gave radio and television interviews, and delivered public lectures. Having 

embraced the ideals of Swedish Social Democracy, Hejzlar also pursued exile activities by 

organizing activities of the leftist Listy Group (concentrated around the journal Listy) and by 

pursuing contacts with the Socialist International, whose members included leading social 

democratic politicians in Western Europe. 

 

 

CALL FOR SSA GRADUATE PRIZE SUBMISSIONS 

Slovak Studies Association Prize for the Best Graduate Student Paper 

  
At its annual November 2020 meeting in Washington D.C., during the ASEEES conference, the Slovak 

Studies Association will award a prize for the best graduate student paper in the humanities and social 
sciences about Slovakia presented in 2017 or later.  Submissions must be in English, but the conferences 

where the papers were presented may have taken place outside the English-speaking world.  The authors 

are to be members in good standing of the SSA and must have been graduate students at the time they 
delivered the papers.  Submissions may be either in hard copy or electronic form, and the review committee 

will not return any submitted items. The deadline for postmarking submissions is 1 May 2020.  Send entries 
to Edward Snajdr, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, John Jay College, CUNY, 524 West 

59th Street, Room 9.63-19, New York, NY 10019, USA.  Address any questions to Dr. Snajdr at 

esnajdr@jjay.cuny.edu. 
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Call for Papers: Twentieth Annual Czech and Slovak Studies 

Workshop University of Pittsburgh March 19-21 2020 

The Twentieth Annual Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop will be held at the University of 
Pittsburgh on March 19-21, 2020. The program committee welcomes proposals for papers on 
Czech and Slovak topics, broadly defined, in all disciplines. In the past, the areas of interest have 
been: anthropology, architecture, art, economics, education, film, geography, history, Jewish 
studies, linguistics, literature, music, philosophy, politics, religion, society, sociology, and theater. 

 
The Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop aims to bring together researchers, scientists, faculty 
members and advanced graduate students to exchange their experiences, research results, and 
ideas. New work in progress is appropriate for our workshop format. Each speaker is typically 
allotted a 50-minute slot divided between a presentation and active discussion. 

 
This year’s keynote speaker will be Pavol Demeš, an internationally recognized NGO leader who 
opened German Marshall Fund (GMF) of the United States office in Bratislava, Slovak Republic, 
in 2000 in order to oversee GMF’s activities in Central and Eastern Europe. Before joining GMF, 
Demeš was executive director of the Slovak Academic Information Agency – Service Center for 
the Third Sector, a Slovak NGO committed to enhancing civil society. Previously, he served his 
country as foreign policy advisor to the president of the Slovak Republic (1993-1997), minister of 
international relations (1991-1992), and director of the Department of Foreign Relations in the 
Ministry of Education (1990-1991). 

 
The workshop is a collaboration of the University of Pittsburgh, the Czechoslovak Studies 
Association, and the Slovak Studies Association. 

 
Some funding for Ph.D. candidates traveling from universities in the United States and Canada 
may be available. Faculty accepted to present at the workshop are encouraged to cover their 
airfare from their own travel and research budgets. 

 
The deadline for submitting proposals is December 20, 2019. 

Submissions should include: 

 
--Name, institutional affiliation and contact details of each author (full mailing address, email 
address, daytime telephone) 

--Curriculum Vita 

--Statement indicating in which years the applicant has previously submitted proposals to and/or 
participated in the Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop 

--Presentation title and Key Words 

--An abstract of approximately 250 words, outlining the presentation 

Applications and any questions should be submitted by e-mail to 

michalkova@pitt.edu or by mail to: 

mailto:michalkova@pitt.edu


 

8 
 

Marcela Michálková 
Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures 1228 Cathedral of Learning  
4200 Fifth Avenue University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260 

 
Dan Miller adds his encouragement to apply to the Workshop:  
The Slovak Studies Association cooperates with the Czechoslovak Studies Association to 
support the conference, with the greatest amount of funding coming from the host institution 
which, for the 2020 workshop, is the University of Pittsburgh. When the planning committee 
completes its work, it will inform the SSA membership about the details of the CSSW through a 
mass e-mailing as well as the SSA Facebook page. Those attending the workshop will have the 
opportunity to become acquainted with one of America’s great Eastern cities. Nestled in the 
Allegheny Mountains and situated at the confluence of the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers, 
which join to form the Ohio River, Pittsburgh was the destination of many Slovak immigrants in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Some found employment in the mills that gave 
the Smoky City its nickname, while others worked in the coal mines and manufacturing facilities 
of Southwestern Pennsylvania. The University of Pittsburgh, founded in 1787, is an important 
institution for Central European, Balkan, Russian, and Eurasian studies. Pitt has the only 
permanent Slovak Studies Program in North America that offers a minor in Slovak language. 
The university’s Nationality Classrooms that represent major ethnic groups that settled in 
Western Pennsylvania are in the Cathedral of Learning (constructed 1926-1937). Among them 
is a Czechoslovak Classroom, which opened in 1940. The Golden Triangle of downtown 
Pittsburgh has a number of architecturally important structures and a variety of restaurants and 
entertainment venues. 
 
 

Seeking article submissions 

Mark Stolarik reminds members that the annual scholarly journal Slovakia always welcomes 

article submissions. Anyone with a suitable article submission can send it electronically to M. 

Mark Stolarik, Editor, Slovakia: stolarik@uottawa.ca  

Ján Golian of the Catholic University in Ružomberok invites contributions of articles and reviews 

in English to the journal Kulturné dejiny (Cultural History). See: http://kulturnedejiny.ku.sk 

David Muhlena, Directory of the Czech and Slovak Library in Cedar Rapids, writes: The 

overarching theme for our upcoming issue of Slovo is the Czech and Slovak artistic and political 

response to oppression from without and from within, starting from the mid-19th century through 

the current day. We are interested to receive contributions from scholars of Czech and Slovak 

studies. This issue is somewhat tied to an upcoming exhibit, Artists as Activists. Note that 

“artistic” is not just the visual arts but also the creative arts (including language, literature, 

theater, poetry, music); and political is not strictly politics but those long-term efforts to advance 

the freedom and identity of all Czechs and Slovaks. Those themes are compelling but a little 

fuzzy, so we are open to suggestions for possible topics. Word length can be between 1,000-

1,500 words, depending upon the topic. And we are fine with repurposing content that has 

already been produced. Note: Slovo is received by the NCSML’s members; the writing style is 

similar to what you find in Smithsonian Magazine, so less academic but still rigorous. Deadline 

would be after Thanksgiving (still working on a drop dead date). Let me know if you have 

questions or need clarifications. Contact  dmuhlena@NCSML.org  

mailto:stolarik@uottawa.ca
http://kulturnedejiny.ku.sk/
mailto:dmuhlena@NCSML.org
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SSA Prize for Best Article in Slovak Studies 2018 
Report from the Prize Committee: Edward Snajdr (Chair), Susan Mikula, Greg 
Ference and Mark Stolarik 
  
The winner of this year’s SSA Article/ Book Chapter Prize is Jonathan L. Larson. His 
submission, “Wild Eavesdropping: Observations on Surveillance, Conspiracy, and Truth in East 
Central Europe” appeared in Political and Legal Anthropology Review (PoLAR), vol. 40, no. 2, 
2017.   
In his study, Larson looks at the phenomena of surveillance and eavesdropping in certain states 
of East Central Europe, including in Slovakia. He finds that, unlike in the Western world, where 
people would be outraged at the use and release of secret tape-recordings as a violation of their 
privacy, the people of East Central Europe do not mind such behavior, because it reveals the 
true thoughts/feelings of politicians, who are suspect in the eyes of the general public. His 
analysis astutely links security and surveillance to the legacies of state socialism but also to 
emerging technologies and the complicated processes of post-socialist democratization. While 
Slovakia is one of several cases that Larson examines, he ties in all his evidence and 
demonstrates the importance of developments in Slovakia as not only indicative but even 
emblematic of broader social and political developments in the region. Moreover, both Larson’s 
thesis and his data are comprehensively contextualized in the theoretical literature of the 
anthropology of post-socialism and its larger relevance to the contemporary global condition. 
  
The other submissions were: 
 Philip J. Howe, Thomas A. Lorman and Daniel E. Miller’s The Creation of the Conditions for 
Consociational Democracy and Its Development in Interwar Czechoslovakia. 2016. Bohemia 
56,  2, pp. 362-380. 
and 
  
Stanley Kirschbaum, 2015. Monasticism in Slovakia and Slovak National Development, 
in Monasticism in Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Republics, Ines Angeli Murzaku 
(Ed.),London: Routledge. pp. 62-85. 
  
All three submissions, in their own distinctive ways, point to the importance and the value of 
sophisticated interpretations and analyses of Slovakia’s role in the larger cultural, political and 
historical currents in regional and global contexts. The committee commends all of the scholars 
who submitted their work for the prize and wish them all the best in their continuing scholarly 
endeavors. We congratulate Jonathan on winning this year’s prize! 
 

Treasurer’s note: In a historical first, the treasurer presented the prize check to the winner in 

person and took him out to dinner.  If you come to Champaign-Urbana to get your prize check, 

she will do the same for you! 

The article link is https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/plar.12224 

However, that link may require a university subscription.  You may also request a copy through 

Researchgate 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321101044_Wild_Eavesdropping_Observations_on_S

urveillance_Conspiracy_and_Truth_in_East_Central_Europe 

https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/plar.12224
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321101044_Wild_Eavesdropping_Observations_on_Surveillance_Conspiracy_and_Truth_in_East_Central_Europe
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321101044_Wild_Eavesdropping_Observations_on_Surveillance_Conspiracy_and_Truth_in_East_Central_Europe
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MEMBER NEWS 

 
With Robin Alison Remington, Bob Evanson has edited Globalization and Regime Change: 
Lessons from the New Russia and the New Europe (Rowman & Littlefield), released this month 
but with a publication date of 2020.  

At ASEEES 2019 James Felak is presenting a paper on “The Pope’s Perspective on Eastern 
Europe’s Economic Transformation: John Paul II’s June 1991 Visit”, part of his larger project on 
the visits of Pope John Paul II to his native Poland between 1979 and 1991.  
In June 1991, Pope John Paul II made a week-long visit to his native Poland. Notably, he 
devoted surprisingly little attention to celebrating the fall of Communism, and much attention to 
Poland’s present and future. Eastern Europe’s socioeconomic transformation had a prominent 
place in these papal admonitions, in particular during John Paul’s homilies on the Third, 
Seventh, and Tenth Commandments, and in his speech to government representatives at the 
Royal Castle in Warsaw; this paper will examine John Paul’s words to his fellow Poles during 
this visit, presenting and analyzing the Pope’s perspective on the momentous socioeconomic 
changes underway across the region at that time. 

Greg Ference is chairing a panel on Saints, Secularizers, and Stasi: Issues of Belief in Poland 

and the DDR at the ASEEES convention in San Francisco, Nov. 2019. 

 

Karen Henderson has recently published, with Oľga Gyárfášová “Slovakia and the Turnout 

Conundrum” East European Politics 34:1 2018  

Slovakia has had the lowest turnout in every European Parliament election since it joined the 

European Union. Voting patterns do not match many characteristics considered typical for 

second-order elections: ruling parties do not poll weakly, and small radical parties do not do 

well. Popular Slovak explanations of low turnout, such as voter fatigue following the presidential 

elections, insufficient knowledge about the elections and the EU or the low number of Slovak 

seats in the parliament also have limited explanatory power. It appears more likely that it is the 

incoherence of party stances on EU issues and a passive attitude towards the EU that depress 

turnout. 

Frank Henschel has a new position as 

Researcher and Lecturer at the University of Kiel, Department for Eastern European Studies He 

recently published: Disputed Diversity: “Guardians of the Nation” and the Multilingual Urban 

Spaces of Kassa/Košice in the Second Half of the 19th Century.” In: Slovakia 44 (2019), 7-17.  

His new email: henschel@oeg.uni-kiel.de   

Michael Kopanic, Jr. has not changed institutions, but the name of his institution has 
changed.  It is now the University of Maryland Global Campus, formerly the University of 
Maryland University College. He is Course Coordinator, July 2019-present and Regional 
Ambassador, Global Slovakia, Sept. 2019-present. He joined the Editorial Board of the journal, 
Kulturné dejiny (Cultural History) at the Catholic University in Ruzomberok (http://www.ku.sk/ ) 
in 2019 and serves as host of “Slovak Spotlight” an online radio podcast, Notes of Slovakia, 
March 2019-present. Listen anytime at: https://notesofslovakia.com 

https://www.academia.edu/38290467/Disputed_Diversity_Guardians_of_the_Nation_and_the_Multilingual_Urban_Spaces_of_Kassa_Ko%C5%A1ice_in_the_Second_Half_of_the_19th_Century._In_Slovakia_44_2019_7-17
https://www.academia.edu/38290467/Disputed_Diversity_Guardians_of_the_Nation_and_the_Multilingual_Urban_Spaces_of_Kassa_Ko%C5%A1ice_in_the_Second_Half_of_the_19th_Century._In_Slovakia_44_2019_7-17
mailto:henschel@oeg.uni-kiel.de
http://www.ku.sk/
https://notesofslovakia.com/


 

11 
 

Website: https://umgc.academia.edu/MichaelKopanic 
Publications and Presentations 
“The Milan R. Štefánik Statue in Paulhan, France,” Naše Rodina, vol 31, no.3 , Sept. 
2019: 116-125. 

Rechcigl, Miloslav, Notable Slovak Americans, (Bloomington, IN: AuthorHouse, Spring 
2019). I authored numerous entries and made recommendations for the book. 

Translations of summaries for books published by The Beskyds War History Club 
(Klub vojenskej histórie Beskydy). 

“Industrialization in Slovakia before and after the Great War,” Czechoslovak 
Genealogical Society International (CGSI), Lincoln, Nebraska, Oct. 18, 2019. 

"Remembering the Fallen: Your Czech, Slovak and Rusyn Ancestors and World War I 
Cemeteries," and "General Milan Rastislav Štefánik: The 100th Anniversary of his Tragic 
Death," Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International online symposium, June 8, 2019. 

"Dr. Milan Rastislav Štefánik: The 100th Anniversary of his Tragic Death," Slovak 
League of America, New York City, May 19, 2019. 

 
Michael notes that Dr. Zuzana Palovic and Dr. Gabriela Bereghazyová of Global Slovakia will 
be coming to the US in January-February 2020, and plan to make some presentations about 
their work in the East and Midwest.  Look for upcoming announcements when the timeline of 
their trip is more definite. 
Here is a website with a preview of the book and the authors: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvV7YXGpk6o 
 

At ASEEES 2019, Pat Krafcik is chairing a panel on "Slavic Folklore in the Modern World" in 

Honor of James Bailey and serving as discussant on a panel on “Reading Between the Lines: 

Soviet Censorship and Discourse Analysis in Archived Letters and the Works of Vladimir Propp” 

 
Dr. Kathy Kremer has joined Hope College and the Frost Research Center in 2019 as Senior 

Director of Assessment and Accreditation. She was previously associate provost for academic 

administration and accreditation at Lewis University (2015–19).  Her new email: 

kremerk@hope.edu 

Jonathan Larson has left Grinnell to take a new position as Associate Director of the European 
Union Center at the University of Illinois, a Title VI and Jean Monnet Center of Excellence. In 
Spring 2019 he served as a Fulbright Specialist at the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences 
at Comenius University in Bratislava, guest lecturing in the Institute of Social Anthropology and 
the Institute of European Studies and International Relations. His new email: 
larsonjl@illinois.edu 
 

Marty Manor Mullins has an article coming out November 2019 in New Perspectives online 

on 1989 in Eastern Slovakia. It isn’t posted at this writing, but I assume it will be later at 
https://perspectives.iir.cz/ 
She also participated in a discussion (via computer!) on the Velvet Revolution that's happening 
in Kosice on Nov. 14. The 'poster' for it appears below.  She was interviewed re: eastern 
Slovakia's experience of the 1989 revolution and the interview will highlight the region's unique 
mix of protestors--students, Hungarian and Ukrainian minorities, local thespians and the steel 
workers from the largest collective in Slovakia at the time--Eastern Slovak Steelworks (today 
U.S. Steel). 

https://umgc.academia.edu/MichaelKopanic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvV7YXGpk6o
mailto:kremerk@hope.edu
mailto:larsonjl@illinois.edu
https://perspectives.iir.cz/


 

12 
 

 
 

Carol Skalnik Leff’s publications this year include: 
 “Building Democratic Values in the Czech Republic,” in Central and Southeast 
European Politics since 1989, Revised second edition, Sabrina Ramet, ed. (Cambridge 
University Press, 3 October 2019), pp. 162-182. 

“Slovakia and the Making of Czechoslovakia: Controversies and Legacies,” Kosmas, 

journal of the Czech and Slovak Society of Arts and Sciences New Series 2:1 (Spring 2019), 

128-142, conference proceedings. 

“In the Nick of Time: Slovakia and the Domestic Politics of Accession to the European 

Union,” in Robin Remington, and Robert Evanson eds., Globalization and Regime Change: 

Lessons from the New Russia and the New Europe (Rowman and Littlefield Press November 

2019) 

With Olena Betlii, “Negotiating Europe: EU Membership and the Evolution of the Czech 

Party system,” in Robin Remington, and Robert Evanson eds Globalization and Regime 

Change: Lessons from the New Russia and the New Europe (Rowman and Littlefield November 

2019) 

New SSA member Marcela Michalková is the new Director of the Slovak Studies Program at 
the University of Pittsburgh, the only permanent program of Slovak Studies in the United States.  
Dr. Michálková succeeds Dr. Martin Votruba, who our membership will know passed away 
unexpectedly in late 2018.  She has a PhD in Slavic Languages and Cultures from Ohio State 
University.Since 2006, she has been a Lecturer in Slovak Language and Culture, and a Lecturer 
in Czech Language and Culture for the University of Pittsburgh's Slavic and East European 
Summer Language Institute. From 2012-2016, Dr. Michalková was an Assistant Professor at the 
Institute of British and American Studies at Prešov University in Slovakia. Her research 
specialties include linguistics and gender studies. She also served as a Lecturer in Slovak 
Language and Culture at Indiana University, Bloomington, IN (2012 – 2013) and at The Ohio 
State University (2010-2012), where she taught Russian.  

https://kosmas.svu2000.org/toc/toc-spring-2019/
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In September Susan Mikula Christie   gave a talk entitled “Between a Rock and a Hard Place : 
Slovakia in 1939,” for the  Slovakia American Society of Washington DC and Friends of 
Slovakia 

The decision to declare independence in March of 1939 has remained one of the most 
controversial and contested events in Slovak history.The events of 1939 did not arise in a 
vacuum; there were stresses and strains on Slovak-Czech relations (especially in the 1930’s) 
that were related to both structures and expectations arising out of the “wartime marriage” of 
Slovaks and Czechs. When the situation in Europe became especially precarious, with Hitler’s 
moves in 1938, the challenges intensified. By early 1939, the threats, primarily from Hitler but 
also from Hungarian goals, appeared to reduce the options facing the Slovaks. The rise of a 
new generation of leaders, who shared an intense nationalism, also contributed to the decision 
for independence. Once independence was declared, Slovaks in 1939 faced internal challenges 
– both philosophical and structural – and external pressures. The context within which the 
Slovak state was formed in 1939 inevitably shaped its existence and future. 

 

Dan Miller has presented four papers this year: 

 “Four Patterns of Multiparty Cooperation: Appointments to the 1928 Czechoslovak Provincial 
Assemblies.”  Paper for a workshop on “Democracy and Ethnicity in Interwar Central Europe” at 
the Institut d'Études Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po) in Paris, France, on 15 November 2019. 
  
“Continuity and Cooperation in post-Habsburg Czechoslovak Politics.”  Paper for the ASEEES 
summer conference at Zagreb, Croatia, on 15 June 2019. 
  
“Consociational Proportionality in the 1928 Czechoslovak Provincial Assemblies.”  Paper at a 
conference and workshop titled “Habsburg Austria’s Consociational Legacies: New Research on 
Political Representation in Interwar Central Europe,” School of Slavonic and East European 
Studies at University College London, UK, on 21 March 2019 (invited participant). 
  
“The 1928 Czechoslovak Provincial Assemblies: A Study in Proportional Representation,” Paper 
for the Southern Conference on Slavic Studies in Mobile, AL, 15 March 2019. 
 
Francis D. Raska, Charles University is chairing a panel on Recent Research on Hungary, 
Estonia, and Romania at ASEEES November 2019, where he also is presenting a paper on 
“Zdeněk Hejzlar: A Key Post-1968 Czechoslovak Exile in Sweden”  
The aim of this paper is to discuss the importance of Zdeněk Hejzlar and his activities for the 
Czechoslovak struggle for freedom. Initially a Communist, Hejzlar fell out with the Stalinist 
Czechoslovak Communist Party during the purges of the 1950s, was imprisoned, and 
subsequently shunned as a non-person. During the reformist 1960s, Hejzlar embraced the 
reform process and was appointed director of Czechoslovak Radio in 1968. Following the Soviet 
occupation of Czechoslovakia, Hejzlar was first sent as a diplomat to the Czechoslovak 
Embassy in Vienna. After being recalled to Prague in 1969, Hejzlar refused to return and moved 
to Stockholm where he worked for the renowned Swedish Institute of International Affairs where 
he conducted research on Czechoslovakia and other Communist European countries, published 
articles and books, gave radio and television interviews, and delivered public lectures. Having 
embraced the ideals of Swedish Social Democracy, Hejzlar also pursued exile activities by 
organizing activities of the leftist Listy Group (concentrated around the journal Listy) and by 
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pursuing contacts with the Socialist International, whose members included leading social 
democratic politicians in Western Europe 
 

J. Luke Ryder  of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum spoke in October 2019  at the 
Slovak Embassy to   Slovak American Society of Washington DC and Friends of Slovakia on 
“The Slovak National Uprising  (Slovenské národné povstanie--SNP)” 

The Slovak National Uprising (Slovenské národné povstanie--SNP) of 1944 remains a deeply 
significant, but little understood event in the history of Slovakia, World War II, and 20th-century 
Europe more broadly.  This lecture will describe the course of events that led to the SNP, and 
will offer an evaluation of their significance and legacies. Further, focusing on individual stories 
of heroism and tragedy, the discussion will touch on the challenges of making moral 
assessments of individuals' behavior during this era of violence and upheaval. 

He was also a keynote speaker at the conference 75th Anniversary-Slovak National Uprising 

Memorial Weekend Slovenské Národné Povstanie (SNP) on the topic “Meaning and Learnings 

from the Uprising.“ in the Twin Cities.  He gave two examples of persons striving for human 

dignity, and the choices they made. One was a couple living in the mountains of Slovakia, who 

found a young Jewish boy, Gideon Frieder, and took him in, as 1944 was worse for Jews than 

earlier. His father, a rabbi, had disapeared in Bratislava and his mother and sister were killed by 

Allied bombing in Bratislava on June 16, 1944. The couple were aware of the risk they were 

taking. The second example was of Ladislav Nižňanský, a Slovak collaborator and war criminal 

who wanted to deport Jews. He chose to collaborate rather than go to a camp in Germany. Dr. 

Ryder then talked about the legacy of the Uprising. On August 25, 1945, on its first anniversary, 

the view was that the Uprising had restored respectability to the communist party and the 

democracy. After 1948, the communist government used the events of 1944 to accuse political 

enemies of being traitors to the Uprising, and to promote their own economic agenda and pro-

Soviet foreign policy campaigns. After 1989, the SNP became about “openness” and unity with 

the rest of Europe, although some nationalist elements renewed nostalgia for the Tiso regime. 

The symbolism of SNP is greater than the Uprising itself. 

Edward Snajdr has a chapter Culture and Crime in the edited volume International and 
Transnational Crime and Justice (Cambridge University Press, 2nd edition, 2019.)  
And although this has nothing to do with Slovakia, I have to say that I just found that he has a 
fascinating article on Brooklyn’s Gentrification with Shonna Trinch: What the signs say: 
Gentrification and the disappearance of capitalism without distinction in Brooklyn, Journal of 
Socio-linguistics, February 2017, 21:1, 64-89. 
 

M Mark Stolarik recently edited and published Vol. XLIV, Nos. 82-83, 2019 of Slovakia. 

 It contains articles by the following: 
Frank Henschel (University of Kiel) “Disputed Diversity: ‘Guardians of the Nation’ and the 
Multilingual Urban Spaces of Kassa/Košice in the Second Half of the 19th Century.” 
Michael Cude (Schreiner University), “The Transatlantic Slovak Question During the Interwar 
Years.”  
Ellen L. Paul (Fort Lewis College), “Imagining a Separate Slovakia: Anti-Communist Slovak 
Exiles’ Struggle for an Independent Homeland.” 
Petr Kubik (Prague), “Slovak Émigrés in the Reports of the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs—Actions against Ferdinand Ďurčanský and Jozef Kirschbaum (1961-1966/68) 
Vladimir Baumgarten (Tallahassee, FL), “Russophiles Without Russia” 



 

15 
 

  It also contains book reviews by Peter Máriássy (Košice), Mark Stolarik (Ottawa), Kenneth 
Janda (Minneapolis), Daniel Černý (Košice) and Michal Macháček (Prague). 
 Slovakia may be ordered for $10.00 from the Slovak League of America, 205 Madison Street, 
Passaic, NJ 07055. 
Articles for the next issue may be sent for consideration to the editor: M. Mark Stolarik, 22 Bren-
Maur road, Ottawa, ON K2J 3Z7 , Canada. 
 
 Recent Conference and other Presentations 
 September 21, 2018 he presented a paper on “The Russians Are Invading Us! Prešov, 1968” 
the conference “August ‘68” held at Comenius University in Bratislava. 
On December 6, 2018, he took part in a panel discussion on “Czechoslovakia at 100 II: The 
Formation (and Fall) of a Multiethnic State” at the ASEEES in Boston. 
 
 
 

SLOVAK LANGUAGE TRAINING 
 
Pittsburgh Summer Language Institute 2020 of course includes Slovak. 

SLI is happy to announce applications season open! Program pages have been updated with 2020 

program details and fees, and application links are operational. If you submitted an application in 

August or early September, please log in to check for completeness as the application forms were 

revised in early September. Reach out at any time to sliadmin@pitt.edu 

 if you have a question about our programs, funding your study, or how SLI can help you achieve 

your language learning objectives. 

In Slovakia 

In-country summer language training links through the Slovak Foreign Minister for 2020 are not yet 

posted  https://cdv.uniba.sk/en/summer-university 

General information site https://www.saia.sk/en/main/study-in-slovakia/learn-slovak 

 

mailto:sliadmin@pitt.edu
https://cdv.uniba.sk/en/summer-university
https://www.saia.sk/en/main/study-in-slovakia/learn-slovak
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Open Research Laboratory Application Now Open! 

REEEC at the University of Illinois is now accepting applications from regional specialists 

(including advanced graduate students, faculty, independent scholars, and library science 

or other professionals with appropriate qualifications) to conduct short-term research 

concerning all aspects of Russian, eastern European, and Eurasian studies in conjunction 

with the spring Open Research Laboratory (January 21 – May 1, 2020). Click the link below 

for more information and to apply, deadline December 1, 2019. 

https://reeec.illinois.edu/programming-and-events/open-research-laboratory/ 

Note:   There is currently an open Research Laboratory program each semester

https://reeec.illinois.edu/programming-and-events/open-research-laboratory/
https://reeec.illinois.edu/programming-and-events/open-research-laboratory/
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SLOVAKIA: BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN: A HISTORY OF COMMUNISM 

Review by Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D. 

The University of Maryland Global Campus I would like to share a review I wrote about an 

upcoming book scheduled for publication by Global Slovakia in December 2019, 

Czechoslovakia: Behind the Iron Curtain: A History of Communism. 

The book paints a picture of life under communism from the perspective of two young scholars, 

Dr. Zuzana Palovic and Dr. Gabriela Bereghazyová. Both were born in Slovakia, but Dr. Palovic 

left the country as a young child during the communist era and grew up in Canada and the USA. 

On the other hand, Dr. Bereghazyová was raised in the period of the transition from 

communism, and witnessed firsthand the vestiges of communism that persisted in her 

childhood. After the two met while studying at the University of Surrey in the United Kingdom, 

they decided to embark on a mission to present Slovakia to the world, with the aim of building a 

brighter and promising future for this young state in Europe. In the authors’ own words, “Global 

Slovakia is a Slovak-based non-profit organization dedicated to sharing Slovakia with the 

English-speaking world. We provide cultural and educational programs sharing Slovakia’s rich 

heritage beyond facts and figures. Our work is also aimed at encouraging business and tourist 

development and promoting reverse brain drain of Slovakia’s talented workforce” One may read 

more about Global Slovakia at its website: https://globalslovakia.com and 

https://globalslovakia.com/about/ 

 Below is a review of this well-written and illustrated upcoming publication on Slovakia under the 

communist yoke. Palovic, Zuzana and Bereghazyová, Gabriela, Slovakia: Behind the Iron 

Curtain: A History of Communism, Bratislava: Global Slovakia, upcoming publication, December 

2019. For the majority of the world, communism is something in the past, about which many 

people, especially our youth, know little. It is the stuff of endless tomes about ideology, Cold 

War drama, vaunted dictators, faceless masses, and victims of the system. What is often 

missing is how communism actually affected the lives of ordinary people who endured life under 

totalitarian rule.  

This book is different. The authors present the story in a readable narrative that aims at an 

audience of the general populace. The tone is informal, stimulating and entertaining, yet at the 

same time, retains a seriousness of purpose. It enlightens even the non-expert as to how 

communism emerged in Czechoslovakia and succeeded in maintaining its rule for so long.  

The book is the result of over ten years of intensive research by Zuzana Palovic and Gabriela 

Bereghazyová. In addition to drawing from published works and archives, they interviewed 

people from a variety of social strata, ranging from grandparents, neighbors, and workers to 

businessmen, intellectuals, politicians, etc. Interviewees included people both stoutly for and 

against communism, even emigrés and secret police. The result is a welcome contribution to 

help understand the ideology of collectivism and how it was put into practice, with very specific 

examples from real life stories and everyday situations.  

Communists employed propaganda to broaden its appeal, making the Communist Party of 

Czechoslovakia the strongest in any European country in the May 1946 free parliamentary 

elections just after World War II. They garnered support by promising equality and social justice, 

and used mass demonstrations and threats to assist in seizing power in the February 1948 

takeover. Once in power, they proceeded to indiscriminately trample on the human rights of 

https://globalslovakia.com/about/
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anyone who did not go along with the Party Plan. No rival authority could exist in society. The 

Party nationalized small businesses, appropriated the land of farmers, and viciously attacked 

established churches and their clergy. The dreaded secret police (ŠtB or Štátna Bezpečnosť) 

and their informers created an atmosphere of fear and suspicion. Schools and institutions tried 

to breed culpable youths into manikins who could spout off socialist slogans. While Party 

members and fellow-travelers benefited from the system, enjoying the perks of conformity, 

those who did not comply could suffer penalties ranging from exclusion from job and 

educational opportunities to imprisonment, hard labor, and even death.  

When in 1968, Alexander Dubček attempted to humanize the application of socialist ideals, the 

Soviet-led invasion snuffed out any possibility of challenges to strict Party orthodoxy. While 

intellectuals and reformers suffered the brunt of “normalization” under the repression of the 

Gústav Husák regime, the average person found ways to cope in the protected shell of their 

family, close friends, and the freedom of chatas (summer homes) and the woodlands on 

weekends. Only in nature and among trusted family and friends could they freely express 

themselves. 

Short vignettes scattered throughout the book provide a close-up picture of many prominent 

figures, from artists and dissidents like the future post-1989 Czech president, Václav Havel, to 

hockey stars like the Slovak Šťastný brothers who defected to the West. But the regular person 

is not forgotten, the one who had to wait in long lines to get that rare choice cut of meat or an 

occasional bunch of bananas. Better yet, the way to obtain sought after items was to know 

someone on the inside of an enterprise.  

Interestingly, the authors adroitly point out how Slovakia benefited more than the Czech lands 

under the communist yoke, especially after 1968. The communists helped modernize and 

industrialize Slovakia and gave the Slovak people a certain pride in their progress. At the same 

time, the traditionally strong religious faith of many Slovaks and Rusyns continually threatened 

the Party’s attempt to inculcate a new moral ethos. On March 25, 1988 (sviečková demonštrácia 

- the Candle Demonstration), the violent police reaction to the Good Friday demonstrators 

marked the beginning of the unraveling of the totalitarian regime. Without the support of 

Gorbachev’s USSR, the foundations of Czechoslovak communism were starting to crumble.  

Finally, the authors concluded the study with an overview of the Velvet Revolution of 1989 

(Samatová revolúcia in Czech), which Slovaks called the Gentle Revolution (Nežná revolúcia). 

The November 1989 events that unfolded in Bratislava receive more thorough coverage than 

those that occurred in Prague, and this is welcome, since the general public is generally less 

familiar with them. Following the fall of the Berlin Wall, Czech students took to the streets on 

November 17, only to be met by brutal suppression. In both parts of the country, this awakened 

a response; dissidents and actors formed an alliance with students to challenge the regime, and 

their formerly passive parents backed their children. The fear of retaliation had evaporated in a 

few short days, and communist leadership would resign en masse. The December march of 

almost 200,000 to the Austrian border near Bratislava would reveal the euphoria of people who 

realized they were on the verge of a new era in their history.  

Of course, the story did not end here, and decades of difficult transition followed, but telling that 

story remains the task for another future book. This work is also richly decorated, which adds 

flair to the story. It includes 25 attractive and uniquely drawn illustrations by talented 
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international artists and some quite poignant photos by some of the best Slovak and Czech 

photographers.  

This book teaches some valuable lessons about the danger of totalitarianism to all readers, not 

just those interested in Czechs, Slovaks, or Czechoslovak history. It alerts us as to how fragile 

democracy can be, how precious are the freedoms we have, and why they must be guarded.  

Interestingly, Dr. Zuzana Palovic and Dr. Gabriela Bereghazyová will be coming to the US in 

January-February 2020, and plan to make some presentations about their work in the East and 

Midwest. Look for upcoming announcements when the timeline of their trip is more definite. 

Here is a website with a preview of the book and the authors: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvV7YXGpk6o 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvV7YXGpk6o
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Slovak Studies Association Dues Structure 
 
    
Graduate students and first-year members (no charge) 
 

Just send your contact information for the membership list to Carol Skalnik Leff, 
leffc@illinois.edu. 

  
Junior faculty, retirees, and equivalents 
 

1 year: $10  
 
2 years: $15 ($7.50 per year) 
 
5 years: $30 ($6 per year) 

 
  
Senior faculty and equivalents 
 

1 year: $20  
 
2 years: $30 ($15 per year) 
 
5 years: $60 ($12 per year) 

 
  
Life Time Membership:  $200 
 

 

Mail Payments to the treasurer, Carol Leff: 

We hope to install Paypal on the new website soon.  

SSA Treasurer  
Carol Skalnik Leff 
604 W. Washington 
Urbana, IL  61801 

 


