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NEWSLETTER 

Volume 46          2022 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: THE SLOVEK STUDIES ASSOCIATION IN 
THE TIME OF COVID AND THE WAR IN UKRAINE 

 Regretfully, I must begin this note with sad news about the passing, in 
August 2022, of Owen V. Johnson, Associate Professor Emeritus of Journalism at 
Indiana University in Bloomington, IN.  For several decades, Owen contributed his 
time and effort to the Slovak Studies Association, and in recent years, he handled 
all matters related to the SSA Facebook page, which is the SSA’s resource for 
timely news about members and academic events.  Those members who knew 
Owen as a scholar and a friend will treasure their fond memories of him. 

 Since the last SSA newsletter that covered 2020 and the first quarter of 
2021, much has transpired. 

 On 6 November 2020, the SSA conducted its business meeting on-line, as 
part of the remote COVID edition of the Association for Slavic, East European, 
and Eurasian Studies conference, which was to have taken place in Washington, 
DC.  A year later, on 19 November 2021, the SSA held its annual business meeting 
at the ASEEES, in New Orleans, LA.  It was the first in-person meeting since the 
COVID pandemic, but we had a Zoom connection for those who could not join us. 

 In 2020, the Awards Committee did not issue a prize for the best graduate 
paper because there were not enough submissions.  At the 2021 SSA meeting, 
however, we announced the prize for the best article in Slovak studies, which went 
to Marty Manor Mullins for “Forgotten Velvet: Understanding Eastern Slovakia’s 
1989,” in New Perspectives: The Interdisciplinary Journal of Central and East 
European Politics and International Relations, 27, no. 3 (2019), 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2336825X1902700304.  This year, at the 
2022 ASEEES conference, in Chicago, IL, the Prize Committee will announce the 
award for the best book in Slovak studies.  Next year, the SSA will award its prize 
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for the best graduate paper in Slovak studies.  The announcement for the award 
appears in these pages. 

 This is the first newsletter under the editorship of M. Mark Stolarik 
(University of Ottawa, Canada), who also edited the newsletter many years ago.  In 
the future, be sure to send him any announcements and other contributions.  I also 
wish to thank our past newsletter editor, Carol Skalnik Leff (University of Illinois, 
in Champaign-Urbana, IL), for her years of dedication in getting out the SSA 
newsletter. 

 In the last newsletter, I reported that Marty Manor Mullins (Flathead Valley 
Community College, in Kalispell, MT), the SSA webmaster, launched the new 
SSA website.  It debuted in the spring of 2020, but Marty continues to maintain the 
site and makes adjustments to it.  In the spring of 2021, she managed to construct a 
payment system for dues through the website.  The online payment possibility 
makes it easier for members in the United States to pay their dues, but it is 
infinitely easier for members who live abroad.  The SSA has six new international 
members, and it is safe to say that PayPal helped ease their path to membership.  If 
you know anyone in the field of Slovak studies who is not a member of the SSA, 
direct them to the membership page: https://slovakstudies.org/membership/.  After 
initiating our PayPal system, Dr. Mullins also set up a SSA Mailchimp account, 
which enables us to contact members easily. 

 Because of the shutdowns associated with the COVID pandemic just as the 
2020 Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop was to take place, the University of 
Pittsburgh had to cancel the event.  Fortunately, the organizers moved the entire 
program, with a few changes, to an online format, and the sessions took place, over 
the Internet, on 18-21 March 2021.  Although Zoom session glitches seemed to be 
ubiquitous those days, the University of Pittsburgh organizers managed a nearly 
flawless online conference.  The 2022 CSSW took place, in person, at the 
University of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, NC.  The 2023 CSSW will convene 
at the University of Illinois, at Champaign-Urbana, IL, on 7-8 April.  More details 
about the 2023 gathering appear in the call for papers in this newsletter.  The 
CSSW combines senior scholars, junior scholars, and graduate students for a 
weekend of paper presentations, critiques, and more.  SSA members participate in 
the workshop, and the SSA not only promotes the CSSW but contributes $250 
each year to help cover the cost of the event. 
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 In the past two years, the SSA executive board took a stand on two crucial 
issues.  In January 2021, the SSA joined the list of academic organizations that 
signed the “Ransacking Democracy” statement of the American Historical 
Association (AHA) that condemned the 6 January 2021 storming of Congress, in 
Washington, DC.  Furthermore, Carol Leff convinced a board member of ASEEES 
to add that organization to the list.  All together, 63 associations appended their 
names to the document, which condemns “inflammatory rhetoric of all the political 
leaders who have refused to accept the legitimacy of the results of the 2020 
election and thereby incited the mob.”  For the full text of the document, see 
https://www.historians.org/news-and-advocacy/aha-advocacy/ransacking-
democracy-statement-(january-2021).  Then, once Russia invaded Ukraine, in 
February 2022, the SSA issued a statement condemning the war that is available on 
the SSA website’s homepage: https://slovakstudies.org/.  We also arranged for 
translations into Russian and Ukrainian, both of which are available on our 
website. The SSA e-mailed copies of the statement to the Russian Ambassador in 
the United States, with a copy to the Ukrainian Ambassador.  At the time, the 
Kremlin was not accepting e-mails. 

 After several months of information gathering and deliberation, the SSA 
executive board decided not to participate in the offer of ProQuest to place the 
entire run of the SSA newsletter on the company’s subscription service that 
focuses on ethnic groups in America.  We decided that it would be more useful for 
scholars to have free access to the newsletters through the SSA website.  While the 
SSA has digital versions of the newsletter for more than a decade, it will be 
necessary to assemble and scan earlier copies.  If anyone is interested in working 
on that worthwhile endeavor, contact me or anyone on the executive board. 

 Finally, the SSA needs a successor to Owen Johnson as the Facebook page 
webmaster.  Please contact me or any member of the executive board if you are 
interested in the position or know of someone who might be. 

 I and all the members of the executive board of the SSA hope to see you at 
our business meeting at the November 2022 ASEEES conference in Chicago, IL.  
If not this year, perhaps we will meet at the 2023 conference in Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Daniel E. Miller, University of West Florida, Pensacola, FL 
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EDITORIAL 

Dear Members of the Slovak Studies Association: 

After 35 years I have returned as editor of our Newsletter. It has been a long 
journey since I lived in Havertown, Pennsylvania and worked as President and 
CEO of the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies in Philadelphia (1989-1991). 
Between 1977, when I founded our Newsletter in Ottawa, Canada, and 1987 when 
I had to give it up, due to other commitments, a lot of water has flowed under the 
bridge. I accepted the position of Professor and Chairholder of the Chair in Slovak 
History and Culture at the University of Ottawa in 1992 and just recently, on July 
1, 2022, retired, after 30 years of service (and 50 years of professional 
employment). The last time I issued this Newsletter, it was in hard-copy only, I had 
to send it out to a printer and my wife and I stuffed, sealed and mailed it out to our 
130 members. Thanks to the advance of computer technology, that is no longer 
necessary. Now our members receive it electronically. Meanwhile, I have restored 
using our official logo, which was designed for us by experts in the Marketing 
Department of the Rohm and Haas Chemical Company of Philadelphia (now Dow 
Chemical) thanks to our now-deceased member Peter Svanda, who was Director of 
Marketing at Rohm and Haas.  I would like to thank Marty Manor-Mullins, my 
Associate Editor, for having helped me to gather the information published here, as 
well as our previous Editor, Carol Skalnik Leff, who provided other information. 
Whatever mistakes appear are mine.  

OBITUARY—OWEN VERNE JOHNSON (1946-2022) 
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On August 6, 2022, Owen V. Johnson, one of the leading scholars on Slovak 
history in the USA went to his eternal reward in Bloomington, Indiana. He had 
taught at the Ernie Pyle School of Journalism at Indiana University from 1980 to 
2014, when he retired as Associate Professor Emeritus. 

Owen Johnson first came to my attention in 1978, when he was working on his 
Ph.D. dissertation at the University of Michigan concerning the establishment of 
Slovak education in post-war Czechoslovakia. I recruited him into the Slovak 
Studies Association that same year. In 1980 he joined the Editorial Board of the 
scholarly annual Slovakia. In 1988 Owen was elected President of the Slovak 
Studies Association and served until 1990. 

Johnson made his name with the publication of his revised dissertation (1978) 
Slovakia 1918-1938: Education and the Making of a Nation (Boulder: East 
European Monographs, 1985). In this seminal work, he argued that Anton 
Štefánek, the first Minister of Education after the creation of Czechoslovakia, in 
spite of his pro-Czechoslovak leanings, established a solid education system in 
Slovakia which, ironically, led to the rise of Slovak nationalists to the forefront of 
Slovak culture and politics. The rest, as they say, is history. 

Owen received several awards and scholarships during his many years in 
academia. These included Fulbright Scholarships in Czechoslovakia in 1973-74 
and in Warsaw in 2009-10; IREX Scholarships in Slovakia in 1982 and 2003-04; 
and in Moscow in 1991; he also received a large American Council for Learned 
Societies grant to hold an international scholarly conference on journalism in East 
Central Europe at Indiana University in 1983. Your editor, as well as Madelaine 
Korbel Albright (!) participated in this conference. 

Professor Johnson was also a journalist and Professor of Journalism at Indiana 
University. In this capacity he wrote two books on the American war 
correspondent Ernie Pyle, and many articles on journalism, whether in East Central 
Europe and elsewhere. He also taught numerous students of journalism, whether at 
the undergraduate, M.A. or Ph.D. level.  

Owen Johnson was a prolific publisher. He published four books on Ernie Pyle or 
East Central Europe and 37 articles and many book reviews in professional 
journals. He also published many dozens of articles in popular journals and 
newspapers. He appeared numerous times on radio, including PBS. He also 
attended dozens of scholarly conferences, especially the ASEEES, where he 
usually presented a paper on some topic related to Slovak history or to the history 
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of journalism in East Central Europe. We will sorely miss him. May he rest in 
peace! 

NEW CURATOR OF SSA FACEBOOK GROUP NEEDED 

With the passing of Owen V. Johnson, the Slovak Studies Association is seeking a 
replacement for his role as Curator of the SSA Facebook Group. Anyone interested 
in taking on this task, please contact our President, Daniel E. Miller at: 
miller.dem@centraleuropeanobserver.com 

SLOVAK AMBASSADOR TO CANADA HONORS RETIRING 
PROFESSOR 

On May 12, 2022, Mr. Vít Koziak, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to 
Canada, held a reception at the Slovak Embassy in honor of Professor M. Mark 
Stolarik. Prof. Stolarik retired on July 1, 2022 as Chairholder, Chair in Slovak 
History and Culture at the University of Ottawa after 30 years of service to the 
University. 

Ambassador Koziak outlined Stolarik’s contributions to the Slovak community, 
both at the university and in other capacities. The Ambassador then presented to 
Prof. Stolarik the Medal of Daniel Rapant, the founder of modern Slovak 
historiography. The medal was bestowed upon Prof. Stolarik by the Matica 
slovenská (Slovakia’s oldest cultural institution) for his work in promoting Slovak 
history and culture at the University of Ottawa and in the Western World. After 
this Ambassador Koziak introduced Professor Eda Kranakis from the Department 
of History at the University of Ottawa, who delivered the official “laudatio” of 
Professor Stolarik’s achievements over the past thirty years. Finally, Prof. Stolarik 
briefly outlined the history of the Chair in Slovak History and Culture at the 
University of Ottawa, and stressed that this was the only such Chair in the Western 
World, and Slovaks in Canada and the United States should cherish and support it. 

FACULTY OF ARTS HONORS RETIRING PROFESSOR 

In the afternoon of June 16th, Dean Kevin Kee of the Faculty of Arts held a 
reception in the foyer of Simard Hall at the University of Ottawa in honor of 
Professor Mark Stolarik on the occasion of his coming retirement. Ambassador Vít 
Koziak also attended. Both praised Dr. Stolarik’s work in the building of the Chair 
in Slovak History and Culture at the University of Ottawa over the past 30 years 
and wished him a well-deserved retirement. Shortly thereafter the Joint Committee 
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of the Senate and the Board of Governors of the University of Ottawa awarded 
Professor Stolarik the rank of Professor Emeritus. 

NEW CHAIRHOLDER 

 
As of July 1, 2022, Dr. Roman Krakovský became the new Chairholder of the 
Chair in Slovak History and Culture at the University of Ottawa. A native of 
Slovakia and a graduate of Comenius University in Bratislava in history and 
French, (1998), Professor Krakovský earned his Doctorate from the Sorbonne 
University in Paris in 2012. Since then he has taught at the Sorbonne, at the École 
des hautes études en sciences sociales in Paris (known in English as “Sciences 
Po”), and at the University of Geneva in Switzerland. He specializes in the history 
of the former Czechoslovakia and in Central Europe in general. He has published 
five books and many articles in his field. He can be reached at: 
roman.krakovsky@uottawa.ca  

MILAN HODŽA HONORED 

Despite the efforts of many historians, Milan Hodža continues to be a figure whose 
significance is often under-recognized in overviews of Slovak history and even in 
presentations of that history within Slovakia itself. In an effort to correct that 
situation, in 2002, the government of Slovakia under Mikuláš Dzurinda brought 
Hodža‘s remains home from the Bohemian National Cemetery in Chicago and 
made the transfer a widely publicized national event. Additionally, in 2005 the 
government launched a series of “Days of Milan Hodža” held annually under the 
auspices of the Prime Minister; this series continues to the present day despite 
multiple changes of government. The intention, once again, was to help return 
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Hodža’s name and work to the level of recognition it deserves. Its chief organizer 
since the first year has been Miroslav Pekník, the Director of the Institute of 
Political Sciences of the Slovak Academy of Sciences. 

One of the components of these multi-day annual events is an academic 
conference. The first three conferences, plus an additional one in 2014, centered on 
Hodža himself. The others have dealt with additional personalities roughly 
contemporary with Hodža whose contributions also deserve increased attention. 
The proceedings (in Slovak) are available in a series of volumes published by 
VEDA, the publishing arm of the Slovak Academy of Sciences. 

Very recently, four participants in these conferences—Vladimír Goněc, Robert 
Kvaček, Jozef Lysý, and Jan Němeček— undertook to update and expand some of 
the early presentations and render them into English so they would be more widely 
accessible. The resulting book, Milan Hodža: Thinking on Europe and Acting for 
Europe, again published by VEDA, has just become available. As the title 
indicates, the focus is on Hodža’s international work. The presentations are highly 
scholarly; the English is not professionally polished but is very manageable. 

Because the intended audience is so highly specialized, the book has been printed 
in limited numbers, and is being distributed in both Europe and the United States 
on a personal basis and is free of charge. Anyone interested in obtaining a FREE 
copy should contact John Palka (Professor Emeritus of Biology at the 
University of Washington, Seattle) at jpalka@whidbey.com. Palka is Hodža’s 
grandson and a new member of the SSA. He is the author of Moje Slovensko, 
moja rodina (2010), issued in translation as My Slovakia, My Family (2012), a 
book whose single most prominent figure is also Milan 

ADDRESS AND TITLE CORRECTION 
 
Dr. Marty Manor Mullins (SSA Board Member at Large & Webmaster) 
Flathead Valley Community College (Kalispell, Montana) 
mmullins@fvcc.edu    
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SLOVAKIA TO CEASE PUBLICATION 
 
The scholarly annual Slovakia, which has been published by the Slovak League of 
America from 1951 through 2021 will cease publication as of now. The Slovak 
League of America was founded in 1907 to promote autonomy for the Slovak 
nation within the Kingdom of Hungary and, after 1918 within Czechoslovakia. 
After 1945 it supported Slovak independence. Once independence was achieved in 
1993, interest in, and financial support for the Slovak League began to decline to 
the point that the League can no longer subsidize the publication of its scholarly 
annual. Slovakia was initially edited by Filip Hrobak, the editor of the weekly 
Jednota. After his death in 1964 Jozef Paučo, the former editor of the daily Slovák 
in Slovakia (1939-1945) took over until his death in 1975. After that the late 
Michael Novak edited it until 1982, when M. Mark Stolarik took over. He edited it 
through 2021. This was the only English-language scholarly annual devoted 
exclusively to Slovak history in existence. It will be sorely missed. 
 
CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

SECURITY FORUM 2021 

14th Annual International Scientific Conference 
February 10th, 2021 

at Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica, Slovakia 
Conference Proceedings 

Banská Bystrica, Slovakia 2021 

“THE SHADOW OF THE 1938 MUNICH PACT: IT’S ECHOING 
IMPACT ON THE POLITICAL LEGACIES, PERCEPTIONS, 

AND POLICIES OF EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE AND 
AMERICA” 

      BY 

Pavel Hlaváček, James W. Peterson 

Michael Kopanic, Jr. (michael.kopanic@faculty.umgc.edu) reports the following: 

Dr. Renáta Kamenárová is the new Slovak Studies Program Director in the Slavic 
Department at the University of Pittsburgh as of August 2021.   She has previously 
taught for the university’s summer language program. She earned her PhD in 
Slovak Linguistics from Comenius University in Bratislava in 2006. Dr. 
Kamenárová is known chiefly as the lead author of the widely used and highly 
regarded Slovak language textbook series, Krížom-krážom. 
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Dr. Martin Javor of Prešov University is leading the construction a Museum of 
Slovak Emigration to North America in the eastern Slovak village of Ťahyňa, in 
lower Zemplín.   Javor has already collected over 1,000 documents, fraternal items 
and photos, which portray the life of Slovak emigrants.  He received inspiration 
from his own family roots, as his great grandmothers were born in Cleveland and 
Homestead, PA.  From July 12-October 31, 2021, he put together an exhibition on 
Slovak emigration in the Rákoci Palace in Prešov.  He is seeking financial 
assistance for his project.  I have been working with him in his effort to gather 
original materials. 

Dr. Javor is active on Facebook and has a website which includes photos of some 
of the many items he has gathered:  http://www.kasigarda.sk/en/kasigarda-2/ . See 
the article about him in the Slovak Spectator: 
https://spectator.sme.sk/c/22702645/slovakia-gear-olympics-2021-spectacular-
slovakia-weekly.html . He may be contacted by e-mail at javorisko@gmail.com  

Michael Kopanic’s Publications:   

"Report on the Twentieth Annual Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop, March 18-
21, 2021," Czechoslovak Studies Association Newsletter, Vol. 40, No. 1: 7-9. 

Administrator of two Facebook sites: “Slovak History”, and “Learning the Slovak 
Language and Culture”, since June 2020.  Daily posts. 

Reviewed and made editorial suggestions for Global Slovakia’s new book Super 
Slovaks, which is aimed at adolescents on Slovaks who have made a difference in 
the world. 

Editor of the Slovak fraternal newspaper, Jednota. 

Conference Papers/Symposium Talks presented:   

 "A Star: Milan Rastislav Štefánik” at Twentieth Annual Czech and Slovak 
Studies Workshop (CSSW) at the University of Pittsburgh. was cancelled, but the 
presentation was rescheduled for March 20, 2021.  

I have published a brief book review and a longer piece from the July-August 2021 
issue of The National Interest, and I offer links to both pieces here.  The book 
review examines how woefully out of his depth U.S. President Woodrow Wilson 
really was when he so eagerly set about re-arranging the peoples and borders of 
Central and Eastern Europe after World War One.  The 
link is here:  https://kirkcenter.org/reviews/wilsons-self-determination/ 
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The second piece should be even more eye-opening, as it will alter most of what 
you think you know regarding how the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
(especially the four Visegrad countries) compared to the more "successful" France 
and Germany, in normative measures of national progress.  The link is 
here:  https://nationalinterest.org/feature/central-europe-advance-visegr%C3%A1d-
four-189032. 
 
Kevin J. McNamara reports: 

My book, Dreams of a Great Small Nation earned high praise in The Wall Street 
Journal, Publisher’s Weekly, Kirkus Reviews, Library Journal, two journals in the 
United Kingdom (History of War and The Literary Review), two newspapers in the 
Czech Republic (Hospodářské Noviny and Lidovky), and in Slovak periodicals.  It 
was the subject of a two-part interview on Radio Prague, and it was excerpted in 
three American periodicals (Russian Life, Military History Quarterly, and Slovo), 
and in Russian and Slovak journals.  

Critics said the following: 

"An epic story unknown even to many World War I history buffs…With admirable 
energy [McNamara] has assembled the story by piecing together archival records 
and the memoirs of the gallant men who served in the rejuvenated Czech Legion 
during the fateful spring and summer of 1918…A fascinating narrative.” — The 
Wall Street Journal 
". . . this incredible story lives up to its billing. Perhaps the most remarkable thing 
about it, though, is that it's a fable that's remained largely untold, until now. . . . A 
captivating tale, brilliantly told." — History of War (United Kingdom) 
 
“Extraordinary... McNamara, an impressive storyteller armed with a treasure of 
documents only recently available, ably narrates the remarkable feats of these men 
who fought every inch of the way… A fantastic addition to the shelves of World 
War I histories.” — Kirkus Reviews 
 
“In this captivating narrative history, foreign policy scholar McNamara reveals the 
obscure yet grand story of how a small, motley, and hastily organized army 
ushered in the founding of the nation of Czechoslovakia.” — Publisher's Weekly 
 
“A valuable story that is relatively unknown and understood in the West… 
McNamara's work presents a vital first entry that opens the doors on this integral 
part of World War I history and the shaping of the Soviet-influenced Eastern 
European political and social fabric.” — Library Journal 
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You can order copies at the Amazon or Barnes & Noble or Indie Bound 
websites.  The small green link below takes you to my own website 
(www.kevinjmcnamara.com), where you can learn more about this story, as well as 
directly link to Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or Indie Bound.  On my website, please 
sign up -- for updates and free material -- on the site's Contact page.   
 
SSA ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Slovak Studies Association will take place at this 
year’s ASEEES Convention in Chicago on Thursday, November 10th, between 
6:30 and 8:00 p.m. at the Hilton Palmer House, 3rd Floor, Salon 8. It will also be a 
virtual meeting for those who cannot attend.  Watch our website and Facebook 
page for a link to the meeting! 
 
UPCOMING ASEEES SESSIONS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST TO SSA 
MEMBERS 
 
Thursday, November 10, 2022 
3:15 to 5:00pm CST (2:15 to 4:00pm MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 3rd Floor, Salon 7 
Socialism or Barbarism I: Negotiating Confinement and Exile in Czechoslovak Art 
during the Second World War 
 
3:15 to 5:00pm CST (2:15 to 4:00pm MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 3rd Floor, Salon 8 
Dimensions of Slovak Party Politics in Comparative Perspective 
Sponsored Panel of the Slovak Studies Association 
 
6:30 to 8:00pm CST (5:30 to 7:00pm MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 3rd Floor, Salon 8 
Slovak Studies Association Annual Meeting 
 
Friday, November 11, 2022 
10:15am to 12:00pm CST (9:15 to 11:00am MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 7th Floor, Sandburg 6 
Shaky Memories: Legacies of the War in Postwar Czechoslovakia 
 
10:15am to 12:00pm CST (9:15 to 11:00am MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 7th Floor, Sandburg 8 
Precarious Lives: Authentic Texts in Czech Women’s Literature 
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4:15 to 6:00pm CST (3:15 to 5:00pm MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, Floor: 7th Floor, LaSalle 1 
Military Actors and Networks of Aid, Trade, and Solidarity in the Global Cold War 
 
4:15 to 6:00pm CST (3:15 to 5:00pm MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 7th Floor, Sandburg 5 
The In/Visibility of Precarity: Central European Poverty on Display after the 
Great Depression 
 
Saturday, November 12, 2022 
8:00 to 9:45am CST (7:00 to 8:45am MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 7th Floor, LaSalle 1 
Airwaves, Balloons, Cemeteries: The ABCs of the Transnational Cold War, 1951-
1989 
10:15am to 12:00pm CST (9:15 to 11:00am MST) 
The Palmer House Hilton, 3rd Floor, The Logan Room  
Modern Spaces for Modern Women: Toward a Spatial History of Women’s 
Modernity in 20th Century Central Europe  
 
5:00 to 6:45pm CST (4:00 to 5:45pm MST) The Palmer House Hilton, 7th Floor, 
Sandburg 6  
Dissent Within and Without: Czechoslovakia in the Cold War  
 
5:00 to 6:45pm CST (4:00 to 5:45pm MST) The Palmer House Hilton, 7th Floor, 
Sandburg 7, 
Economic Institutions in Historic Perspective  
 
Sunday, November 13, 2022  
12:00 to 1:45pm CST (11:00am to 12:45pm MST) The Palmer House Hilton, 7th 
Floor, Clark 3 
Queer Policing in Twentieth-Century East Central Europe 
 
12:00 to 1:45pm CST (11:00am to 12:45pm MST) The Palmer House Hilton, 7th 
Floor, Sandburg 5  
Uncomfortable In-Betweens: 20th Century Jewish Migration from/in East-Central 
Europe 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
Twenty-second Annual Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop 
April 7-8, 2023 
The University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
 
The Twenty-second Annual Czech and Slovak Studies Workshop, which will be 
held at UIUC on April 7-8, 2022, welcomes papers on Czech and Slovak topics, 
broadly defined, in all disciplines. In the past our interdisciplinary conference has 
drawn participants from colleges and universities in the United States and abroad. 
Areas of interest have been: anthropology, architecture, art, economics, education, 
film, geography, history, Jewish studies, literature, music, philosophy, politics, 
religion, society, sociology, and theater. Work in progress is appropriate for our 
workshop format. Junior faculty and advanced graduate students are particularly 
encouraged to participate and will get priority when it comes to accessing our 
limited funding for travel and accommodation.  
  
This year’s program will also include an invited lecture by Karla Huebner of 
Wright State University. We plan to hold the workshop in person, with the 
understanding that these plans are subject to change.  
 
The deadline for submitting proposals is January 20, 2023. The steering committee 
will review the proposals the following week.  
 
Applications should include: 

• Paper abstract of approximately 250 words that includes your name and a 
paper title 
 

• Curriculum vitae  
 

• Please also indicate whether or not you have attended a Czech and Slovak 
Studies Workshop in the past. 

 
Application materials, as well as any questions, should be emailed David Cooper at 
dlcoop@illinois.edu with the subject heading “Czech and Slovak Studies 
Workshop.”  
 
We look forward to your proposals. 
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SLOVAK STUDIES ASSOCIATION PRIZE FOR BEST GRADUATE 
STUDENT PAPER 

At its annual November 2023 meeting, during the ASEEES conference, the Slovak 
Studies Association will award a prize for the best graduate student paper in the 
humanities and social sciences about Slovakia presented in 2020 or later.  
Submissions must be in English, but the conferences where the papers were 
presented may have taken place outside the English-speaking world.  The authors 
are to be members in good standing of the SSA and must have been graduate 
students at the time they delivered the papers.  Submissions may be either in hard 
copy or electronic form, and the review committee will not return any submitted 
items. The deadline for postmarking submissions is 1 June 2023.  Send entries to 
Edward Snajdr, Professor and Chair, Department of Anthropology, John Jay 
College, CUNY, 524 West 59th Street, Room 9.63-19, New York, NY 10019, 
USA.  Address any questions to Dr. Snajdr at esnajdr@jjay.cuny.edu. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AVAILABLE  

The Chair in Slovak History & Culture at the University of Ottawa will again offer 
scholarships to scholars who wish to study or do research in Slovak history in the 
extensive Archives and Special Collections of the University of Ottawa in the 
summer of 2023. For information on Slovak archival holdings feel free to contact 
Veronique Paris, Archival Technician at arcs@uottawa.ca. Scholars who wish to 
apply for scholarships up to $5,000 (CDN) should contact the Chairholder in 
Slovak History & Culture, Prof. Roman Krakovsky at 
roman.krakovsky@uottwa.ca or Prof. M. Mark Stolarik, Chairholder Emeritus at 
stolarik@uottawa.ca. 

MEMBER PROFILES 
In future issues of the SSA Newsletter, the editor would like to feature profiles of 
our members. Therefore, please send to him a short paragraph about your 
education and achievements. Here is an example: 

M. MARK STOLARIK (Ph.D., Minnesota, 1974), Professor & Chairholder 
Emeritus, University of Ottawa. Specialties: Slovak Immigration to North 
America, Slovak History, Central Europe. Published 10 books and over 60 articles 
in the field. Editor of the SSA Newsletter. Past editor of the scholarly annual 
Slovakia. Contact: stolarik@uottawa.ca 
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UPDATES ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS 
In addition to sending me your profiles, please send me an update on your recent 
achievements (publications, appointments, promotions, awards, recognitions etc.). 
I will gladly publish them in the next issue of the SSA Newsletter. 

SLOVAK STUDIES ASSOCIATION DUES STRUCTURE 
Graduate students and first-year members (no charge)  
Just send your contact information for the membership list and any new member 
information to Carol Skalnik Leff, leffc@illinois.edu 
 
Junior faculty, retirees, and equivalents  
1 year: $10  
2 years: $15 ($7.50 per year)  
5 years: $30 ($6 per year)  
 
Senior faculty and equivalents  
1 year: $20  
2 years: $30 ($15 per year)  
5 years: $60 ($12 per year)  
 
Lifetime Membership: $200  
 
You may mail payments to the Treasurer, Carol Leff, 604 W Washington St. 
Urbana IL 61801 
 
But it is simpler to pay dues online through our new website 
https://slovakstudies.org/membership/ 
 
Please pay for 2021 and later soon, because we will be updating our membership 
list. 
 
OFFICERS OF THE SLOVAK STUDIES ASSOCIATION  
 
President  

Daniel E. Miller (University of West Florida, Pensacola)  
miller-dem@centraleuropeanobserver.com  

 
Vice President  

David Doellinger (Western Oregon University, Monmouth) 
doellind@mail.wou.edu 
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Secretary-Treasurer  

Carol Skalnik Leff (University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana) leffc@illinois.edu   
 
Board members-at-large  
 

Marty Manor Mullins (Flathead Valley Community College, Kalispell, MT) 
mmullins@fvcc.edu  

 
Leslie Waters (University of Texas, El Paso) lwaters@utep.edu 

 
Newsletter Editor as of June 2021, the newsletter editor is Mark Stolarik.   

Please send news items for the next newsletter to him at stolarik@uottawa.ca. 
 
Webmaster  

Marty Manor Mullins  mmullins@fvcc.edu  
 

The Slovak Studies Association is a 501 (c) (3) not-for profit organization 
incorporated in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in1983. Contributions are tax-
deductible. 


